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These island nations are in jeopardy.
They are in serious trouble with hurri-
canes and rising sea levels and other
natural disasters. You better than any-
body, Mr. Speaker, know about this.
This Caribbean Basin Security Initia-
tive would also provide funding for
that.

By empowering our neighbors in the
Caribbean, we will in turn bolster the
national security of the United States.
Our allies in the Caribbean are facing
many, many challenges brought about
by the COVID-19 pandemic, strained
global supply chains, and increased en-
ergy costs. That seems to be a common
problem in island nations: increased
energy costs. As such, they are really
up for grabs by some of our adversaries
who often take advantage in a crisis.
We must do more to really help out our
neighbors, our allies in that region.

We must continue funding for CBSI.
It is critical to help Caribbean nations
strengthen their economies, and in
turn, strengthen our very own.

It is especially important that we
continue our engagement in the Carib-
bean as our foreign adversaries at-
tempt to spread their influence
throughout the region. A safe and pros-
perous Caribbean region is in the
United States’ national security inter-
ests.

As we prepare to host the ninth Sum-
mit of the Americas in California in
June, I urge my colleagues to support
CBSI and reaffirm our commitment to
enhancing U.S.-Caribbean relations.

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, the U.S.
and our partners must seriously con-
front the growing threat posed by the
CCP in the Caribbean and beyond.

As the situation at our border gets
worse, deadly drugs like fentanyl are
surging across our southern border
from illicit actors in Latin America.
We must address the issue imme-
diately. We cannot ignore the Carib-
bean, America’s third border.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. ESPAILLAT,
Mr. MEEKS, Mr. SIRES, Mr. GREEN, and
Mr. CONNOLLY for leading this measure.
I urge my colleagues to join us in sup-
porting this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend for his leadership and
bipartisanship on this important bill. I
really can’t add to the eloquence of our
friend and colleague from New York
(Mr. ESPAILLAT).

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this important and critical
piece of legislation, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CON-
NOLLY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4133.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FULCHER. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.
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Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 4089. An ACT to restore entitlement to
educational assistance under Veterans Rapid
Retaining Program in cases of a closure of
an educational institution or a disapproval
of a program of education, and for other pur-
poses.

The message also announced that the
Senate has agreed to without amend-
ment a concurrent resolution of the
House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 74. Concurrent Resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for
the National Peace Officers Memorial Serv-
ice and the National Honor Guard and Pipe
Band Exhibition.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 68-541, as
amended by the appropriate provisions
of Public Law 102-246, the Chair, on be-
half of the Majority Leader, and in con-
sultation with the Republican Leader,
announces the appointment of the fol-
lowing individuals to serve as members
of the Library of Congress Trust Fund
Board for a five year term:

J. Richard Fredericks of California.

Kevin Young of New York.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 105-292, as
amended by Public Law 106-55, Public
Law 107-228, and Public Law 112-75, the
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, upon the recommendation of
the Majority Leader, re-appoints the
following individual to the United
States Commission on International
Religious Freedom:

Reverand Frederick A. Davie of New
York.

————
STOP IRANIAN DRONES ACT

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 6089) to clarify that section 107 of
the Countering America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act applies sanc-
tions with respect to unmanned com-
bat aerial vehicles following a 2019
change by the United Nations pro-
viding additional clarity to the United
Nations Register of Conventional
Arms, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6089

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Stop Iranian
Drones Act’’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) A July 15, 2013, United Nations General
Assembly Report on the continuing oper-
ation of the United Nations Register of Con-
ventional Arms and its further development

H4545

(document A/68/140) states in paragraph 45,
“The Group noted the discussion of the 2006
Group that category IV already covered
armed unmanned aerial vehicles and of the
2009 Group on a proposal to include a new
category for such vehicles. The Group re-
viewed proposals for providing greater clar-
ity to category IV.”.

(2) Section 107 of the Countering America’s
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (22
U.S.C. 9406), enacted August 2, 2017, requires
the President to impose sanctions on any
person that the President determines ‘“know-
ingly engages in any activity that materi-
ally contributes to the supply, sale, or trans-
fer directly or indirectly to or from Iran, or
for the use in or benefit of Iran, of any battle
tanks, armored combat vehicles, large cal-
iber artillery systems, combat aircraft, at-
tack helicopters, warships, missiles or mis-
sile systems, as defined for the purpose of
the United Nations Register of Conventional
Arms, or related materiel, including spare
parts’’.

(3) In 2019, the United Nations formally
changed the heading of category IV of the
United Nations Register of Conventional
Arms to ‘‘combat aircraft and unmanned
combat aerial vehicles”.

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It shall be the policy of the United States
to prevent Iran and Iranian-aligned terrorist
and militia groups from acquiring unmanned
aerial vehicles, including commercially
available component parts, that can be used
in attacks against United States persons and
partner nations.

SEC. 4. AMENDMENT TO COUNTERING AMERICA’S
ADVERSARIES THROUGH SANCTIONS
ACT RELATING TO SANCTIONS WITH
RESPECT TO IRAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 107 of the Coun-
tering America’s Adversaries Through Sanc-
tions Act (22 U.S.C. 9406) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘EN-
FORCEMENT OF ARMS EMBARGOS’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO MAJOR CON-
VENTIONAL ARMS’’; and

(2) in subsection (a)(1), by inserting ‘‘or un-
manned combat aerial vehicles’ after ‘“‘com-
bat aircraft’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Countering America’s Ad-
versaries Through Sanctions Act is amended
by striking the item relating to section 107
and inserting the following:

“Sec. 107. Sanctions with respect to major
conventional arms.”.

(¢c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section take effect on the date
of the enactment of this Act and apply with
respect to any person that knowingly en-
gages in any activity that materially con-
tributes to the supply, sale, or transfer di-
rectly or indirectly to or from Iran, or for
the use in or benefit of Iran, of any un-
manned combat aerial vehicles, as defined
for the purpose of the United Nations Reg-
ister of Conventional Arms, before, on, or
after such date of enactment.

SEC. 5. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion”’ for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MEUSER) each will control 20 minutes.
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